
 

Rhythm Ride News  
        September 2008  

        Volume 1, Issue 1  

 

Drums Not Guns ,  (214)641-0782, DNG @drums .org, www.drums.org/dng  

  

MAC Grant Award  
   

 

On Sept 2nd, the McKinney 

City Council approved the 

award of an $8,000 grant to 

Drums Not Guns for the Oct 

2008 to Sept 2009 season. 

   The grant was awarded for 

the following activities: 

Weekly Drum workshops at 

Old Settler's Recreation 

Center -- Monthly (the 4th 

Saturday) Drum Circles just 

off the square in downtown 

McKinney --The Soli Drum 

and Dance Festival , Mid 

May, 2009 which will include 

workshops at Old Settler's 

and a major final 

performance in the historic 

McKinney Performing Arts 

Center, downtown 

McKinney-- Peace Award 

Performance - presenting a 

major performance in 

collaboration with the 

McKinney arts community in 

recognizing individuals and 

groups for their efforts to 

advance the peaceful 

resolution of conflict. 

The submitted grant 

application was for a grant of 

$18,000 and the award of 

$8,000 will make it difficult to 

deliver all of the elements of 

the proposal. It will be 

necessary for DNG to start 

thinking about some major 

fund raising efforts. If we can 

set a goal of matching the 

$8,000 through fund raisers, 

donations and sponsorships, 

we know we can have a 

major impact on the North 

Dallas drum community and 

elevate our contributions to 

the community that will pay 

big dividends in the future.  

   Weôre looking forward to 

working with DNG 

Members to make the 

2008-2009 season wildly 

successful. Thanks for all 

of your efforts up to this 

point.     

  We have just begun a 

renaissance for Drums Not 

Guns and we are on the 

verge of a major 

renaissance with the north 

Texas drum community! 

 

 

 

Special Interest  Articles  

Drums Not Guns wins best 

musical entry in Plano 4 th of 

July Parade  

Special Drum Circle held at 

Robert Mueller School of 

Living Ethics- Summer 

Peace camp  

City of McKinney Arts 

Commission awards DNG 

$8,000 grant to fund:  

¶ Workshops  

¶ Soli Drum and 

Dance Festival  

¶ Monthly 

McKinney Drum 

Circle  

¶  Peace Awards 

Performance 

Banquet   

Individual  Highlights  

Parade Award  2 

Peace Camp  Circle  3 

Chairmanõs Thoughts 4 

There is no way to peace. 

Peace is the way. 

M. Ghandi 
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Plano Lions Club Awards òBest Musical 

Entryó to DNG float 
   

 

 

 

  

The Plano Fourth of July 

parade was an exciting 

event for the people of 

Plano. It began normal 

enough when the 

marching bands and red, 

white and blue floats came 

down Independence 

Street.  

But it took a decidedly 

moving turn when the 

Drums Not Guns drummers 

came rolling up beating 

out rhythms of KuKu and 

Macru.  

The crowd began to move 

and groove in a frenzy of 

dance. The announcer 

thought it was a samba or 

salsa band, bu t the rhythms 

were certainly West 

African.  

The float  was a fifteen foot 

trailer covered in canvases 

painted by Sea son Kerr and 

Randy Harp proclaiming a 

message of peace with 

quotes from Ghandi and 

Martin Luther King.  

There were American flags 

and flags from around the 

world, provided by 

Suzannah Brown, sending 

the message that 

independence is a global 

cause not, just an 

American military 

celebration.  

The Plano Lionõs Club and 

their judges awarded the 

òBest Musical Entryó to 

Drums Not Guns, one of 

four aw ards.   

Watch for the float at 

coming events. The trailer 

seats about nine drummers 

and makes quite a colorful 

impression.  


